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does not have any role in the day-to-day affairs of India. Former President Pranab Mukherjee and
former Vice President Hamid Ansari in particular use that expression. This perception is a case of
‘old wine in new bottle’. The PM. I, on the other hand, are convinced that the BSP has a role to
play at national level. I am also aware that the BSP has succeeded by formulating policies that are
acceptable to all sections of society and has maintained its relevance in the larger scheme of
things. I do not want to make it all hogwash, however. I am driven to put forth the views of those
who are writing politically correct books about the politics of Uttar Pradesh. Uttar Pradesh is,
after all, the most politically volatile State in the country. It has held power for 60 of the 70 years
since the first independence of India. It is by far the largest State in the country, and only Bihar
comes close to it in size. It is known to be the land of the Mahatma Gandhi. But in modern times it
is also the land that has given us illustrious leaders like Kanshi Ram, Mulayam Singh, former PM
Lalit K Bahl, leaders of the Congress-affiliated Janata Dal (United), Mulayam Singh’s erstwhile
partner in power — Sonia Gandhi’s widow, former PM Charan Singh — and also two regional
parties. One party was named for the region. The other was deemed ‘regional’. State of affairs in
the State The party
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