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Computer up-to-date.In situ hybridization of enkephalin mRNA in epithelial
cells of human oesophagus: dynamic changes in cells during mechanical
stimulation. Using in situ hybridization histochemistry, we examined the
localization of the mRNA for the peptide precursor to enkephalin in the

epithelium of the human oesophagus. The application of repeated pressure
waves with a 5-cm-long air-pressurized bladder probe (0.1-1.5-s stimulus) to
the oesophageal mucosa led to an increased density of hybridization signals
associated with an increase of labeled cells in a pattern and distribution that
corresponded to that of the input signals. The appearance of the signals was
delayed compared with the input signals. It is concluded that 1) the synthesis
of enkephalin is induced at the level of individual epithelial cells, and 2) the

morphological changes of the epithelial cell (from dendritic to flat-type)
associated with enkephalin synthesis are being influenced by mechanical
stimulation.May 2003: as Britain and the United States secretly agree on a

deal to invade Iraq, the British Government tells the Prime Minister (Tony Blair)
and the Foreign Secretary (Jack Straw) that Labour cannot support the war.

There is an angry showdown. What will Tony Blair do? The background to this
question has emerged from the 2003 Conservative Party conference, where

Michael Howard, the Prime Minister, and his Shadow Foreign Secretary,
Geoffrey Howe, are presenting their party’s case. At the end, the

Conservatives support military action against Iraq. As they say: “We are now
convinced that the evidence of Saddam Hussein’s weapons of mass

destruction is sufficiently serious to justify a decisive international response.”
Soon after, we find out that the Government has changed its mind. “We should

never have fought this war,” says Jack Straw, the Foreign Secretary (The
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Guardian, 18 November 2003). But he adds that the Tories were forced to side
with Labour (The Guardian, 27 November 2003). So where did this change

come from? Who changed the Government’s mind? The Prime Minister’s Office
and the Foreign and Commonwealth Office work together to protect the Prime
Minister’s interests and those of the Government in the build up to war. That is

what the Government’s Foreign Office,
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