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14john Bolton and Mel Martinez. March 2010. (Photo: Screenshot/C-SPAN) Remember when John
Bolton was Barack Obama’s top choice to be secretary of state? He is back, with a new eye on the
high-profile job, we’re told. But it isn’t the one that he actually sought or the one he likely could have
gotten. Back in 2009, when he headed to the top of the Obama transition team, Bolton had a
yearning for “the inside game” of foreign policy. His profile had risen as Obama’s secretary of state,
with his opposition to the Iraq war and role in writing and advocating the successful passage of U.N.
Resolution 1325 during the Arab Spring. Bolton wanted a place at the top table, if not the lead role.
But now he’s out. He’'s been out for some time. Bolton has heard it said that he was a threat to the

White House, so he has taken a job running Fox News. And that was a very “white guy” job, so it
seems like a good one. We haven't found a new secretary of state pick. And we’ll be happy to find
one. But here’s an idea: John Bolton’s replacement should be Mel Martinez, not Clinton’s deputy
secretary of state (and chief Espionage Act adviser). Remember Mel? He was Mitt Romney’s third

choice for secretary of state in 2012, after Marco Rubio and Nikki Haley. He was a boisterous,
conservative Southern Hispanic who was as strong on immigration as his Cuban-born wife,

Mercedes. Romney wanted to get something substantive out of him, as first reported by Time’s
Michael Scherer. That's important, because candidate Romney was offering a substantive, and

complicated, policy on Latin America. Like the pick of Mitt Romney’s other Latinos, Rubio, Mel was an

idea with no substance. But he was a big deal in D.C. as a leading Hispanic voice, who could have

made the case for Romney’s policy on Latin America from a perspective independent of his duties as

secretary of state. As the pick of his party’s VP nominee d0c515b9f4
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